SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  BARBARIANS
kings, the acts of the provincial councils, and, above all, the
Ecclesiastical History of the Franks written by Gregory, Bishop of
Tours, at the close of the sixth century.
5 T H E  BARBARIAN  INVASION
Beyond the frontier formed by the Rhine and the Danube, in
the land which afterwards became Germany, the peoples known
to the Romans as the Germani had remained independent, warlike,
and barbarous. They had no towas, built no stone houses, tilled
the soil but little, and led a very simple life without any of the arts
of civilization. They were not closely attached to the soil, but
readily migrated, taking with them their families, slaves, ilocks and
herds and settling down again in a fresh place. They regarded
war as the only honourable means of existence for a free man,1
Like all the other inhabitants of Europe, the Germani did not
form a single race; they were a mixture of races, with a strong
admixture of the Nordic type,* tall, fair, and blue-eyed. They
were no more a nation than were the Gauls; all they had in com-
mon were their customs and their language, known as the Ger-
manic tongue, from which modern German is derived. They were
divided into small sovereign tribes, waging war among themselves,
Unlike the peoples subject to the Roman Empire, they had not
lost the habit of participation in public aiFairs: decisions which
concerned the people were arrived at in the assembly of
warriors.
These peoples had a strong bent towards migration and were
always trying to force their way into Europe, whether for purposes
of pillage or in order to obtain grants of land in a milder climate
and with a more fertile soil than that of Germany. As early as
the end of the second century b.c. two peoples coming from the
north, the Teutones and the Gimbri, were checked and extermi-
nated by the Romans in Provence and Lombarcly. In the third
1 The famous description of the customs of the Germani given by Tacitus
applies to the peoples at the end of the first centuryj we do not know how far it U
applicable to the invading peoples of the fifth century, which did not bcnr the same
names.
* The most active peoples, who played a leading part, all came from the northern
regions of Europe; some-the Franks, Saxons > Lombards, and Suevi (Swabiana) -
from the borders of northern Germany; others - the Goths, Burgundians, and
Vandals - had even come from the Scandinavian lands before settling in Germany,
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